Fessenden and Stanton, as usual, absent. President says
Stanton readily gives up Butler, but makes a point whether
Porter is any better. I do not admit this to be just to Por-
ter, who is an energetic officer, though naval-wise not a
lucky one, nor has he some of the qualities which give an
easy time to those who administer the Department and
would wish to economize in expenditures. There may be
with some of those who cooperate with him cause to com-
plain that he is not always observant of their rights, yet I
do not remember to have heard that complaint from Sher-
man, Grant, or any trained military man. I do not sup-
pose he has great respect for Butler, as a general or as the
commander of the military of this expedition. But I have
not yet heard of anything derelict on his part, or any
act of commission or omission towards the military com-
mander.

December 31, Saturday. Mr. Stanton sent, informing me
he had a private telegram from General Grant which he
would submit. I had last night word from General G. in-
forming me of the fact.

Stanton I found in a very pleasant mood, not at all dis-
posed to defend or justify Butler, whose course he com-
mented on and disapproved. In doing this, however, he
censured Porter as being indiscreet and at fault; but when
I dissented and asked wherein he was to blame, Stanton
made no attempt to specify, but spoke of him as blatant,
boisterous, bragging, etc. The dispatch of General Grant
stated he had received my telegram, that he should imme-
diately organize another expedition secretly, which he
hoped to get off by Monday, would give sealed orders not
to be opened until outside, and that no one but himself,
the quartermaster, and telegraphic operator in cipher
should have the contents. Stanton said no one but him-
self and the telegraph-operator knew the contents. I told
him I should inform Fox, for I must have some one to as-
sist and with whom alone I would consult.